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DEPARTMENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION 

Urban  Mass  Transportation 
Administration 

Reducing  the  Paperwork  Burden  on 
Transit  Operators 

agency:  Urban  Mass  Transportation 
Administration,  DOT. 

ACTION:  Notice  of  Amendments  to  ' 
UMTA  Operating  Procedures  and 
Requirements. 

SUMMARY:  This  notice  describes  several 
actions  taken  by  the  Urban  Mass 
Transportation  Administration  (UMTA) 
to  reduce  paperwork  burdens  on  State 
and  local  governments  in  the  execution 
of  the  Federal  public  transportation 
assistance  program.  These  steps  are 
consistent  with  President’s  Carter’s 
efforts  to  reduce  the  paperwork  burden 
throughout  the  Federal  government  as 
evidenced  most  recently  by  Executive 
Order  12174.  The  specific  actions  modify 
UMTA  operating  procedures  and 
requirements  and  will  reduce  paperwork 
burdens  on  applicants  for  capital  grants 
funded  under  Section  3  and  5  of  the 
Urban  Mass  Transportation  Act  of  1964, 
as  amended  (UMT  Act),  and  help  speed 
the  implementation  of  projects  using 
such  funds  while  retaining  essential 
Federal  oversight. 

DATE:  These  actions  are  effective  on 
March  24. 1980. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Ms.  Charlyne  Schofield,  Office  of  Grants 
Assistance  (UTA-13).  Phone  (202)  472- 
7037. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

Background 

Operating  procedures  and 
requirements  governing  applications  for 
capital  grants  and  administration  of 
approved  capital  projects  are  described 
in  the  UMTA  External  Operating 
Manual  (EOM),  August,  1972  (UMTA 
Order  1000.2). 

There  have  been  no  significant 
changes  to  the  portion  of  the  EOM 
covering  capital  grants  since  1974.  By 
contrast,  the  UMTA  program  changed 
significantly  during  that  period.  Three  of 
the  most  important  changes  are:  - 

1.  The  National  Mass  Transportation 
Act  of  1974  which  added  formula  grants 
for  capital  or  operating  assistance 
(Section  5  of  the  UMT  Act); 

2.  The  growth  in  the  total  transit 
assistance  program  from  $870.3  million 
in  FY  1974  to  $2,600  million  in  FY  1979 
(excluding  interstate  transfers);  and 

3.  The  decentralization  of  UMTA 
grant  making  and  program  management 
activities  between  1975  and  1978. 


UMTA  is  updating  existing  operating 
procedures  and  requirements  to  make 
them  consistent  with  the  current  Federal 
transit  assistance  program  and  reduce 
the  paperwork  burden  on  transit 
operators.  Where  possible,  procedures 
and  requirements  are  being  reshaped 
and  streamlined  by  eliminating 
duplicative  and  unnecessary 
requirements;  moving  more  decisions  to 
UMTA  regional  offices  and  thus 
condensing  the  UMTA  review  period; 
and  eliminating  required  UMTA 
concurrence  for  selected  actions,  thus 
increasing  the  descretion  of  local 
officials  and  placing  increased  emphasis 
on  the  experience  and  expertise  of 
transit  operators. 

This  notice  describes  one  of  these 
e^orts — actions  which  we  have  taken  to 
reduce  immediately  the  paperwork 
burden  on  applicants  for  capital 
assistance.  Additional  steps  to  reduce 
the  paperwork  burden  on  transit 
operators  will  follow  in  the  near  future. 

Actions  to  Reduce  Paperwork 

1.  The  following  actions  eliminate  at 
least  one  level  of  UMTA  review  and 
approval  and  will  therefore  reduce  the 
paperwork  burden  on  transit  operators 
and  speed  the  implementation  of  transit 
improvements: 

a.  UMTA  Order  1100.18B,  which 
covers  delegations  to  UMTA  regional 
offices,  is  amended  to  give  Regional 
Directors  the  authority  over  most  single 
bid  awards.  ’Those  involving  rail  cars, 
buses  and  electronic  fair  systems 
continue  to  be  reserved  to  UMTA 
headquarters. 

b.  UMTA  EOM  is  amended  to  require 
prior  UMTA  approval  of  budget 
revisions  only  when  the  cumulative 
amount  of  such  revisions  exceeda  10 
percent  of  the  total  budget  (provided  of 
course  such  changes  are  within  the 
scope  of  the  approved  project).  This  is 
an  increase  fi'om  the  current  5  percent 
level. 

2.  Appendix  3  of  the  UMTA  EOM  is 
amended  to  eliminate  several  exhibits 
currently  required  for  each  grant 
application.  Elimination  of  the  exhibits 
will  reduce  paperwork  as  some  of  the 
exhibits  require  several  pages  to 
complete: 

a.  Exhibit  B  (Public  Transportation 
System)  need  not  be  submitted  with  a 
capital  grant  application  if  a  description 
of  the  current  system  is  on  file  with 
UMTA.  The  public  transportation 
system  exhibit  must  be  submitted  once 
and  updated  as  the  system  is  modified. 
Grantees  should  work  with  UMTA 
regional  offices  to  ensure  that  UMTA 
files  contain  an  accurate  and  current 
description  of  the  public  transportation 
system. 


b.  Exhibit  F  (Status  of  Transportation 
Planning)  is  eliminated.  The  purpose  of 
this  exhibit  was  to  describe  the  extent 
and  nature  of  local  planning.  The  exhibit 
is  no  longer  required  because  UMTA 
(jointly  with  the  Federal  Highway 
Administration)  assesses  the  local 
transportation  planning  process  during 
periodic  planning  certification  reviews 
(usually  annually).  These  reviews 
provide  both  an  inventory  and 
evaluation  of  local  planning  activities. 

c.  Exhibit  G  (Public  Transportation 
Program)  is  eliminated.  The  purpose  of 
this  exhibit  was  to  summarize  the  local 
transit  development  program  (TDP).  It  is 
no  longer  required  because  both 
planning  and  programming — the  two 
principal  components  of  the  TDP — are 
currently  reviewed  and  evaluated  as 
preconditions  for  the  approval  of  an 
application:  planning  during  the 
certification  review  of  short-range 
transit  plaiming  and  programming 
during  the  review  and  approval  of  the 
transportation  improvement  program/ 
annual  element  CTIP/AE). 

d.  Exhibit  M  (Elderly  and 
Handicapped  (E&H))  is  eliminated.  The 
purpose  of  this  exhibit  was  to  describe 
actions  taken  on  behalf  of  elderly  and 
handicapped  persons.  It  is  no  longer 
required  because  of  current  reviews  by 
UMTA  staff  to  determine  the  adequacy 
of  the  E&H  component  of  local  planning 
and  programming  actions  as 
preconditions  for  the  approval  of  an 
application.  These  reviews  provide  both 
an  inventory  and  evaluation  of  local 
E&H  planning  activities  and 
programmed  E&H  services. 

e.  Exhibit  N  (Distribution  of 
Transportation  Benefits)  is  eliminated. 
The  purpose  of  this  exhibit  was  to  assist 
UMTA  in  determining  whether  transit 
service  was  being  provided  in  a 
nondiscriminatory  manner.  Exhibit  N  is 
included  in  a  more  comprehensive  Title 
VI  submission  which  is  submitted  once 
and  is  used  in  certifying  that  transit 
service  is  planned  and  provided  in  a 
non-discriminatory  manner.  Grantees 
should  work  with  UMTA  Regional 
Offices  to  ensure  that  UMTA  files 
contain  a  current  Title  VI  submission. 

UMTA  shall  provide  notice  of  this 
action  to  transit  operators  and  other 
interested  parties  by  mailing  a  copy  of 
this  notice  to  all  transit  operators, 
designated  recipients.  State 
Departments  of  Transportation  and 
Metropolitan  Planning  Organizations. 

Dated:  March  12, 1980. 

Theodore  C.  Lutz, 

Administrator. 
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